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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Aaron Bowman, Chair

NON-MOTORIZED SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 14, 2017
Conference Room A
9:00 a.m.

The Subcommittee Chair, Council Member Anna Lopez Brosche, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
In attendance: Council Member Anna Lopez Brosche (Chair), Commissioners Steve Swann (Vice Chair), Marshall Adkison, Ray Pringle, Ralph Hodges;  Assistant General Counsel Paige Johnston; Jessica Baker, Mayor’s Office; Legislative Assistant Jessica Matthews;  John J. Jackson, Council Research Division.  See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.
The Chair asked attendees to identify themselves for the record.

The Subcommittee approved the minutes for its February 14, 2017 meeting.
The Subcommittee had a lengthy discussion on a draft  final report that the Chair had prepared.  The final report was in the form of a letter to Waterways Commission Chairman Aaron Bowman and included the Subcommittee’s charge, the Subcommittee Members, the Subcommittee meeting dates and findings and recommendations.  

In the letter, the Chair indicated that the Subcommittee defined On Water Non-Motorized Activities and Off Water Non-Motorized Activities (listing the activities).  In the list of Off Water Non-Motorized Activities, Commissioner Swann suggested that the term Off-water-fishing be changed to Onshore fishing.
In the letter, the Chair reported that the Subcommittee had divided the waterways into 8 zones for purposes of allowing more focused effort of evaluating assets and facilities.  She is attaching maps, created by Brian Burket, depicting the zones.

The seven (7) recommendations include:

1. Communication and marketing of our existing assets, including but not limited to
a.  the creation/use and maintenance of an app that defines all of our waterways facilities.  It was suggested that “comprehensive app” replace “app”;

b. the creation of a rubric of standards for an optimal non-powered launch site and a systematized rating system for launch quality of the various launch facilities.

Brian Burket suggested that ‘non-powered” be changed to “non-motorized”

c. the creation of a systematized rating system of the skill level to consider having before taking risks on certain areas of our waterways.

d. the creation of an online forum for the community to add to the forum.

e. the posting of signs at launches that identify websites for additional information.

2.  Updating existing paddling guides and the creation of new guides that cover additional areas of our waterways.

3. Improving existing facilities.  Brian Burket suggests that non-motorized  preserve areas such as Dutton Island should be added; he indicated that master plans exist for preserve areas.  Council President Boyer commented that these matter plans are largely unknown to the public.  She suggested that existing master plans should be implemented to highlight additional amenities and list improvements that we want to construct and in what order.

4. Evaluating our ordinances to allow private, for-profit vendors to use public facilities with waterway activation equipment and services.  Assistant General Counsel Paige Johnston explained that there had been a recent meeting that addressed the issue of private vendors at public facilities and Assistant General Counsel John McCain saw no legal issues.  Parks & Recreation Director Daryl Joseph explained that we have a practice in place that allows private vendors into our parks and public facilities but no adopted policy.  He felt that it was possible to turn the practice into policy.  Commissioner Ralph Hodges reiterated his interest in Commissioner Marshall Adkison’s idea of having private groups adopt a park and being responsible for that park’s upkeep; the vendor would be allowed to have a sign identifying the group as the park’s sponsor.  

5. (Carefully) implementing trail markers, while being mindful not to create visual pollution.

6. Performing a gap analysis to determine further waterway activation needs (for non-motorized uses was language added).

7. Building an inclusive (able bodied and the disabled) aquatic center (e.g. Clearwater Aquatic Facility).

The Chair felt that Recommendation #5 should be deleted because the subject matter is enumerated in Recommendation # 1 (e).

Commissioner Swann recommended adding Sister’s Creek as a preserve area (Recommendation #3).

Council President Boyer described a meeting that she had had with Council Member Joyce Morgan the previous week to discuss rowing on the Arlington River.  She said that they were envisioning a rowing facility where boats could be stored and where racing events such as head racing could be held.  The facility could be used by schools such as Episcopal School, Jacksonville University and Brooks Rehabilitation that already engage in water activities on the river.

The Chair charged the Subcommittee members with further prioritizing the recommendations for a final draft.
In Public Comment, Mr. John Nooney remarked on the ADA-access kayak launch at the Duval County School Board property.  He also commented on physical conditions at Pottsburg Creek.
Mr. Christopher Nichols commented on the artificial reefs that the City deployed in the St. Johns River just south of the Fuller Warren Bridge.  He implored the City to deploy four additional artificial reefs that have already been permitted.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:56 A.M.

John J. Jackson, Council Research Division (904) 630-1729

03.27.17

Posted: 4:00 P.M.
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